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The suspension process doesn’t seem "dramatically cheaper or faster" for winning complainants than going 
through the old UDRP process, businesses said.  They would have to file UDRP or court actions anyway "to be as-
sured the domain will not be maliciously re-used," and to themselves use the domain.  "Any purported cost savings 
are a red herring," businesses said, estimating that a case may cost $5,000 under rapid suspension, as opposed to 
$6,000 under UDRP, and result in the same hassle. — Greg Piper 
 
 
Super-Fast Access 
 

Europe Lags in Fiber Buildout, But Changes Coming, Says FTTH Council Head 
  
Regulatory uncertainty and lack of consumer demand are slowing fiber rollout in Europe, President Karel 

Helsen of the Fiber-to-the-Home Council Europe said in an interview Friday.  Fiber networks offer business advan-
tages, environmental benefits and the promise of more and better services for consumers, and Europe lags behind 
the Asia-Pacific region and North America in deployment, he said.  But Europe is "on the verge," because of 
change expected the next five years, he said. 

  
Asian countries lead in fiber penetration and growth because governments demand that networks be built to im-

prove residents’ lives and to conserve energy, Helsen said.  U.S. telcos rules from the FCC that have helped them gain 
market share from cable operators, he said.  But it's harder to develop a regulatory model that applies to all EU countries, 
Helsen said.  Fiber operators need a stable regulatory environment for investment, he said.  European Commission rec-
ommendations expected in early 2010 concerning next-generation access networks should make matters clearer, he said. 

  
Demand for installing fiber networks throughout Europe has been sluggish, Helsen said.  And new offerings 

such as e-government and e-health applications take longer to develop than older service because they're tied up in 
red tape, he said.  The first of these applications are starting to emerge, he said. 

  
Consumers aren't aware of the benefits of fiber networks, so the FTTH Council is planning to tell them, 

Helsen said.  The organization has been pushing its technology for five years and now wants to pique consumers’ 
interest by letting companies show their e-health, cloud computing and other services at the council’s conference 
Feb. 24-25 in Lisbon, he said.  

  
Convergence between media and telecommunications is stimulating demand, Helsen said.  Discussion of 

cooperation in promoting and providing new services is just starting, he said.  FTTH has a lot to offer, Helsen 
said.  People love super-fast broadband networks but there must be services and content on top of them, he said. 

  
Helsen predicted that fiber operators will get regulatory certainty in the next five years.  Media and telecom 

companies will acknowledge that they need each other in order to offer service on the networks, and EU govern-
ments will be "much more keen" to have the networks available for competition and other reasons, he said. 

  
The awareness that fiber-to-the-home is the "nervous system" of the new society will increasingly be the 

subject of debate by politicians and policymakers, Helsen said.  He also expects national authorities to become 
more active in helping create open networks to allow the flood of new services possible on fiber.  The council will 
work with application and service producers to help Europeans see what they can do with fiber, Helsen said. 

  
The council held a road show for investors Thursday to highlight fiber's advantages and development poten-

tial.  Financiers acknowledged that fiber access "could herald the next wave of growth" in high-tech communica-
tions, the council said.  Some worried that telecom operators are "missing the turning point" by delaying investment 
in FTTH technology, it said. 

  
EU officials Friday acknowledged the importance of information and communications technologies to eco-

nomic growth, job creation and an "open, green and competitive knowledge society." After telecom ministers met 
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in Brussels they said issues relating to the prerequisites for sustainable investment and competition in next-
generation networks and services must be dealt with.  They asked the EC for a digital agenda covering high-speed 
broadband and services and encouraged governments to support construction of very-high-speed access networks 
"using the most appropriate technologies." — Dugie Standeford 
 
 

Capitol Hill 
 

Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., filed a committee report Thursday to accompany his Personal Data Privacy and 
Security Act.  The Judiciary Committee approved the bill Nov. 5 (WID Nov 6 p3).  The report mentions a Congres-
sional Budget Office estimate that carrying out the bill through 2014 would cost $25 million.  Any increase in civil 
or criminal penalties would be insignificant, the CBO said.  The direct total cost to business of complying with new 
standards would probably exceed the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act's threshold of $139 million in at least one of 
the next five years, the CBO said.  Sens. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., and Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., said in the minority views sec-
tion of the report that they can’t support the bill although they support its goals.  They said the bill will result in 
over-notification to consumers and legislation should exempt bodies regulated under other federal laws.  

—— 
It would be premature and "simplistic" for policymakers to adopt legislation slating all IP-services for regulation 

at the federal level, the National Telecommunications Cooperative Association said Friday in a letter to Congress.  Con-
sidering a "stand-alone" request to consolidate IP service regulation at the federal level, proposed by several companies 
and trade associations a few weeks ago, "would be premature and disruptive" to work on the National Broadband Plan 
under way at the FCC, NTCA Vice President Tom Wacker said.  The record does not support the companies’ premise 
that a "preemptive maneuver of this nature is little more than an affirmation of existing FCC policy," NTCA said.  The 
request should be set aside until congressional policymakers complete work on the broadband plan. 

—— 
TechAmerica urged the Senate to pass an extension of a research and development tax credit before it expires at 

year-end.  The credit is an important incentive for companies and has stimulated investment and jobs, the group said. 
—— 

The Communications Workers of America praised a call to put broadband speed benchmarks in the FCC’s 
National Broadband Plan.  House Communications Subcommittee Chairman Rick Boucher, D-Va., called for the 
speed benchmarks in a letter to the FCC Thursday.  "Boucher, like CWA's Speed Matters campaign, has been in the 
frontline of efforts to establish a national broadband policy," the union said.  "We applaud his commitment to our 
shared goals." The Fiber-to-the-Home Council also welcomed Boucher's proposal.  "It would not make sense for 
our National Broadband Plan to lack precise goals for deploying the networks we will need to ensure our economic 
leadership in the world," said President Joe Savage. 
 
 

Agencies 
 

The Department of Health and Human Services will award $60 million to investigate four areas related to 
health IT adoption, said National Coordinator David Blumenthal.  The research will focus on areas where 
"breakthrough advances" must overcome barriers to adoption and meaningful use, the department said.  The areas 
include security, the need to use health IT in a "patient-focused manner," new and improved architectures to 
achieve secure, private electronic exchange, and enhancing the secondary uses of health IT while still protecting 
patient privacy.  Each of the awards will last four years.  

—— 
The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office introduced an interactive Excel spreadsheet that figures how changing 

the number of hires, employees' overtime hours and the attrition rate for examiners would affect the backlog in evalu-
ating patents.  "We are confident that sharing this information with our stakeholders will provide a better understand-
ing of the variables that drive pendency," said David Kappos, the office's director.  The patent office said the backlog 
is 719,000 applications, and the first action is taken 25 months on average after an application is filed.    




