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The UK is behind Europe with its fibre broadband connections because both industry and survey shows

government are failing to aspire to next-generation networks. | T
This was the claim made today by Karin Ahl, the new president of the FTTH Council || e
Europe, who said the UK needed to step up its game to reap the benefits of faster fibre
broadband.

 Indian IT services firm Infosys opens UK
apprenticeship scheme

“In Europe... we are seeing stable progress,
although in countries in Eastern Europe
and the likes of Norway, they are coming
along really quickly,” she told Computer
Weekly.

“These countries [and others] have
ambitious broadband plans, but the UK
doesn’t have ambitious enough broadband s tr——

plans.” ; : El Q’\‘g 9

As well as spirited plans from governments,
Ahl also claimed competition was stronger IN ILIACTIVE MARKETINé E;fJF\:-ﬁu-tl'l'
in other European states, which leads to v Digital Engagement

more investment from the private sector to “try and gain the most market share.” nd FBUS'NESS & CHANNEL STRATEGY

Although it may seem like we only have the two major players of BT and Virgin Media
building out fibre networks across the UK, there are a number of independent projects
getting both Ahl’s and the whole FTTH Council’s approval.

Earlier this week, for example, CityFibre announced it was continuing to build out fibre
networks and Fibre to the Home (FTTH) connections in York and Bournemouth. Partnering
with Fujitsu for technical nous, the company plans to give 95% of York’s businesses a
minimum of 25Mbps by 2014 and provide 25,000 homes in Bournemouth with
connections of up to 1Gbps.

“These [projects] are very key [and] will definitely stimulate a more rapid approach to
fibre roll-out in the UK,” said Ahl.

“These second tier cities are still very large numbers and when you start to find these
customers who realise they want [these] speeds, you will see momentum and that will
carry on across the rest of the country.”
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As the new president of the council, Ahl wants to focus the organisation on engaging Latest Blog Posts

more with these independent providers pushing the cause and look towards the business | |

benefits of having fibre broadband. @ CWDN: Technical blogging advice for software
developers
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“We [the council] have focused a lot on the regulatory side, but now | would like us to | | =
look at the business case for fibre and the business use,” she said. @ When IT Meets Politics: Democracy Won - but it

was close run : we still need action on election
“Once we raise these [issues], businesses will see the [benefits] and fibre networks will fraud

begin to spread.” T
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What would Ahl say if she could give one message to the powers that be in the UK about hike could hardly be worse timing

fibre?
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“I would tell them to widen their eyes and widen their scope,” she said. “You need fibre spending forecas

networks, you need high capacity, the need is there for your businesses.

@ CWDN: Software application development enters

the litigious society
“You need to have FTTH now.”
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