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Did you hear?

"A country that prefers to extract the last remnants of capacity out of copper
networks rather than investing in a future-safe fibre-optic infrastructure is
jeopardising its international competitiveness as a business and industry location."

- Hannes Ametsreiter, CEO, Vodafone Germany

In the Spotlight 

Rewriting the telecom rules

The European Union's regulatory framework for electronic communications is a series of rules that apply
throughout the EU Member States. These rules are designed to encourage competition, improve the
functioning of the market and guarantee basic user rights. But as digital technologies continue to
change at an ever-increasing pace, this framework is in need of an overhaul.

Since the last review in 2009, electronic communications networks and services have been undergoing
significant structural changes characterised by a slow transition from copper to fibre, more complex
competition with the convergence of fixed and mobile networks, and the emergence of heavyweight
online players (so called OTTs) that challenge the role of traditional service providers. Simultaneously,
end-user expectations and requirements have exploded.

The European Commission has now held a consultation about how to modernise the law to suit the new
reality, while helping to achieve its overarching aim of creating a true single digital market in Europe.
The emphasis is changing from simply promoting services competition to creating an environment that
also encourages investment in new infrastructure. In parallel, the Commission has also consulted
Europe's citizens on their anticipated broadband needs beyond 2020.

The FTTH Council Europe submitted its responses to these EU consultations. In short, the position of the
FTTH Council Europe is pro-competition, but primarily pro-infrastructure competition. We believe that
the regulatory model should express a strong preference for fibre. The evidence for this approach is
strong: in countries where fibre has been identified as a target - such as Lithuania, Portugal, Spain and
Sweden - they have achieved much higher penetration of FTTH networks and faster progress towards
the Digital Agenda targets.

This does not mean we reject other technologies. On the contrary, we are in favour of technological
neutrality, but insist upon a reasonable assessment of future digital needs. We see fibre as the element
that underpins the telecoms network ecosystem while other technologies are complementary. Wireless is
not a substitute but rather a complement and indeed a driver for fibre, because wireless broadband
depends on the presence of fibre very deep in the network.

When the long-term view is taken, all indicators point to FTTH as being the most appropriate solution.
With this in mind, we wish to see long-term investors in the sector, who are capable of taking the
necessary perspective, and see structural separation as one possible enabler, at least in rural areas,



that could draw in more investment by separating investment in the long-term physical infrastructure
assets from the short-term and rapidly evolving retail services market.

The public sector also has an important role to play. On the demand side of the equation, we see a
need for public services to be developed with FTTH capability in mind. There is also a role for the public
sector on the supply side - specifically, we see a need for public subsidy to bring advanced broadband
services to rural areas in order to achieve equality of access for all Europe's citizens.

View the EU consultations (closed 7 December 2015) and the FTTH Council Europe's responses at:
 
Response to public consultation on the needs for Internet speed and quality beyond 2020
and
Response to Public Consultation on the Telecom Framework

FTTH Council Europe President meets with Luxembourg Prime
Minister

On 23 November 2016 in Luxembourg City, FTTH Council Europe President Edgar Aker met with
Luxembourg Prime Minister and Minister for Communications and Media Xavier Bettel. They discussed
the roll-out of FTTH in Luxembourg's broadband market and exchanged views on the Digital Lëtzebuerg
initiative presented by the government in October 2014. Edgar Aker also took this opportunity to thank
the Prime Minister for his support and patronage of the FTTH Conference 2016 and the opening speech
he will provide on 17 February, the first day of the conference.

Read our detailed news flash (PDF) >

Read our interview with Prime Minister Bettel (PDF) >

Ruud Hendriks to be Keynote Speaker of the FTTH Conference 2016

We are delighted to announce that Ruud Hendriks, one of the entrepreneurial icons of the Netherlands,
will deliver a keynote presentation on Wednesday, 17 February 2016, at the FTTH Conference to be
held in Luxembourg City, Luxembourg.

Ruud is a pioneer of commercial radio and television in the Netherlands. He initiated the first non-stop
news-radio format of the country as well as other innovative TV formats. He also co-founded
Startupbootcamp, Innoleaps and The Talent institute.

In his keynote speech, Ruud Hendriks will share his experience and vision and will particularly address
the upcoming FTTH Conference's theme "Calling for a brighter future". He will express his views on
where the start-up world is heading and how FTTH can enable the services of tomorrow and create a
better world.

Read our interview with Ruud Hendriks here
The 13th edition of the FTTH Conference will be held in LuxExpo Exhibition and Congress Centre in the
beautiful Luxembourg City from 16 to 18 February 2016. Our 'all inclusive' entrance fee includes
attendance at all conference sessions and workshops, access to the exhibition hall, to the FIBEX hands-
on-demos and to first-class catering.

Check the preliminary conference programme >

        

Fibration Night at the FTTH Conference 2016

The FTTH Council Europe is organising for the first time an evening party that will be held during the

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapgplSj7gVpDVZtpC21q0WOpr_-vRFkp_5Mv35zasi4fHYgk7wwxCQXavUUlKc3ZNdf2AEv_nEytGQGxYBkLyCVKDD9-WOF-md1Ym4dXxiQKCTPXAdxhlhVomfpWQiydflYjNLITnyAIE24X782MJgimabCONHAGfEbE7d5yOiMXj9nG1-qzGaJ54BeHs6hRfv6zJP1pXu8zA8m34D_wt7LjHOb-o8EGsQgdQg4--GmA0h_QE_Qwx0SU6ytrn35Y7zZMNJyqlAxSy9BSkEDMgZLm2pBOmhWkkVIYQrlKXU9dYPbqwssEWuagNITRdhVU36nG4rkhdOCshY5U7VwsbtS3wVMwMkGL_0J_OZ-ggv1gDPHVuc6ePGF-QJw3QSTgPY1KMqSVj8H0AZGtkDXi9B2Sw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapgE1Iz8NeYll9KfGLamX_nu7l4gttwssJqgXHSK3rJjzoiNThiiYTrV6efpoLRMHTjNA_hMLupJxsB4-z3K5tMIKiSXuZ4byd-VyG5KHnw-6HaP50edDjjpBVSns_A2zCSVHnpaE208ld4pHc5sVW0GJ2lunm1MxxFffMCA-UDklRLRPFH6lTESJOpuAG-PuNnci8rT9Mj6tuI4UM0q1EnFwBgdGDiTA1HKbrgBXqh7IDyF21yL1AXQtcXNlKf3Ulqtt3ypqoAwTH6MRZzt0GHRt5uoko9wpY69yu4dM1_kYGuvzbXL-wCPYBbBjWVw5d_orfBYVCmIwttKVf0LCPbgA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapgQIUzRc6tEgo_ybhzKZCDYWxeFtgjuj7kIenzSdN1-bAJVczrkfNUoGki6TjWfQgaQ8LP1naKC_u0Hyq1xRaS1qayzkkBcj1DrKA-akW4Myp8V4JkR1t3ztPPF2P51juTtZMK66s_UKWiqXINj8a44D6j4c1b7RxAtmoOLp6PvJLuODRkWgPZI1NxzlIA40DpKQ2KgW3wG5A85CU_BPvI7_g16O3MBb5kdJMp_-ezC7879UBCb3SjMeGhhVb0FZlo0Wro9Xa9aeBdZAX0k9tJUuRLk350x8AdMxhDtoZtqKOPZXS8Ki31nTMCGHt6sfH0WUBxrdf1OX8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYtRJo16kXxLI9mFQOYM21FQwbWnyA3KZ_FNyPMT2p-GcnvaRuIhCaPVBTcpO2-Jh0tn-7sY81TtDVan1rxjvfE1Zm5K-juM8fAq29oF4N7CxIrzf5N6j_zk31zjn64x2AyNukYHVloR235NntNjSRkyEFNyyF_jTIJKjlnnOvk66lRfD7ckvlD-M3ujpjm5iSoar_BBGPsHpvrUGYRv1uql1_kftxAaUsGpSZ-CSscBTgj6S_Fa_kEUoL9-NcWmHL2qENflYbEVym-PGST18hvHHC3yy8UdapMr8FQzBgq-YnVZL6fiese3d9VyGUMf8WCEipI20mh5ZwZ5quz_60S53hW2iuEmfMFgwuyC1INo4lQTuEu6outvlozEZqHVdjDg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYtRJo16kXxLI963bPjj8Wfx55d0wLOpZ9OUYlP637m7Hy0RNamBHQWU_RNE4OPnGTYUu72FhshMzIVrSx83eUxa0gaxncWr2hl0OHJF5ev5QPGhaYn2dTduPkINmjieAVBDmRY3_0DvMruyzAAg-u8eFNbSPtrypKDWk6ZJydHKwT20u8ArXwU06VMzVLjgSbJiQtIvILKOFKLEVbzlDEo9cXxDksCbOgbEAROHHheU_vup0FKIQt4PhRaOksoUcmDvEl2W27g6W_91CgDVgyWCxhzRUsf7PjOM9n9vAc-JESRIZwFCx9UjWJMfEgGTAgO9XIhAmJTJxT81l-ctH0WSa94si-0UZdIIQXZyfQJeDm&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapglWECVWYUt9WfmhYMXYNH-zkDvsMVoUSy26uxN0uFOh5rJYhIM1MlpFu3agDrBLFnnoyC6YklJTCvVClBNIk0C1Cw5MsXJyNcKF28QqavtNP3CI1jeOWE-PavYFa0YQfQtlDYYsxxsp-61GgKyY8Us60Bz3BZ-lf2k-rDZyT41TGWG7RmgaKpV4PrBwZOnQxwBA9ZnFciWZy1DZHMvhL-8DoT4c-xUqeFxBCOuo_jTEgj9b2Tvb3dksdvYw9cvZ-Ol8Y-NS60x82B4mY242soEGW4bnZqexQb3i6xz3bRunVLkEJajlM4bdvNLvu_qKdowXTgxZ8qteTTbewcoBnUWIJaZeqTD2JNV1uVG0CHw_To2WJ_uFEwOA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYtV1YRsZjHWb9o1j4lkwaK5psrkZPCg0rV-EfsDfo3CHM0_BYGGG44mIUjMgUANZ27ylqK26d9bSL1UPiPTzh4yBAAYtPFWiL2J2AOpHjJSJjMSKDMIAqrcbepzpXbIO1PhUxHBpjZrKPXd2mcqcsZpO9F7vUjmnuc5VxSFEhUrNC3Uq1FVHy9gIrXDBDpqQzQ3bxmQdKtRg4w7DVurskirnG4MRBTA2fuiPvsHPUV0VxpzpVXd1yoKTbeJJO4qco0lfiQlRxPYmxUMphWVVQaPPPx__hzrVZFU6irxoAJJ_rqzx8fgQwD6g=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYteGbD3uz61GrvvVBruPGmmxVZGk6C-QhqQRuPNvjZn586Jw6o0bh86Sn8IECAsi4ubp-1GKViunFIPXZaNZrt1ErZkjWz1a11ufIRIXImniJXiucAA-koSbKyFi3FEx0etPJ-wG_hm_gsUZ1veVR-DzCvI9Hz0OI_6Q7cPA7RHoggfrdLB5S_M3CMlKVXW3yO_CP61M7FXnesMtuVZyYqqodEtxXCFYHD4rvhiqloLvE94gk_28HfAEuIM3IvtIxXNrmJo9MQKHhSOQDSU8kmhe8VIy1Wv_J0FGU11evhvs_Ov-9UfzdOBSwOdZ9hiyf_g==&c=&ch=


FTTH Conference 2016: Fibration Night. On Wednesday evening, 17 February, participants are invited
to meet to enjoy drinks and dinner in the Big Beer Company restaurant in Luxembourg City. This
former brewery is a great venue for celebrating in a festive atmosphere.

For more information go to Fibration Night.
 
Visit our website www.ftthconference.eu for the latest news and updates on the conference.

NewsBeat

Survey Says: Speedy Fiber Changing the Way We Use the Internet

Orange increases its FTTH coverage ambition in Spain to reach 14 million households by 2020

Gigaclear boss: Not long until everyone has ultrafast broadband

Vodafone confirms Ireland, Portugal FTTH expansion

Gigabites: 10-Gig Is the New Gigabit

FTTB: So kommt das Glasfasernetz ins Haus (a look behind the scenes at M-Net in Germany)

Upcoming Events

The FTTH Council Europe will be speaking or exhibiting at the following events:

19 January: Bridging the Digital Divide: Ensuring High-Speed and Quality Internet in Europe Beyond
2020 Symposium in Brussels, Belgium

16 - 18 February: FTTH Conference 2016 in Luxembourg City, Luxembourg

8 - 11 March: FTTH Conference LATAM in Lima, Peru

14 March: CeBIT  In Hannover, Germany

Join our social media communities

Be among the first to find out about the latest developments at the FTTH Council Europe by joining our
active social media communities. Right now we have 6,292 members in our LinkedIn Group, 3,084
followers on Twitter and 2,517 "likes" on Facebook - so you'll be in great company!
 
@FTTHCouncilEU

  

About us

The FTTH Council Europe is an industry organisation with a mission to accelerate the availability of
fibre-based, ultra-high-speed access networks to consumers and businesses. The Council promotes this
technology because it will deliver a flow of new services that enhance the quality of life, contribute to
a better environment and increase economic competitiveness. The FTTH Council Europe consists of more
than 150 member companies. www.ftthcouncil.eu
 
For general matters, please contact our Secretariat on info@ftthcouncil.eu .

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYtT5EOO6essrMJeiKjBIWOaItea1g2aUKesrEPDHxyalLuRoWG0ZKE4q2C0uuGNI8-s64WaQ_9q-yodc-sxS9hzRD_PmcH656_HQsg0rexQip2Z9yfVIw5cbv2trRv0qvOg_0ftwVRSXvXVyaV-dz6kRkvZ2PRLuWg6OrH22HPnrBf5T8RAtvvMkmPb_dxIDJdGYFqvzCn7nmEb3nOvrCn8aE7Ok-dTmAyflMwMPLwDLpTjKGDMZvlLIkDqNC8ROCKPgpyeUBGnHKS_-VvOYEpq2AXO4SeJ6dh85sAhJcuZNYOKt-c0iCfDOhMfNLKfW1QvJS8itKbc_MDkYhm9xzzCY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYtZhfpP7ae1zVEeY4BAtt--yowd7aU1PqsNl-OCkVa64vb8VBOMfke1hDtXfzguO9IJRloj1QdNqsHuzx_ijXswjL4n73hysRRQq133WMSewlxSrhVNjfQ6jAKE4DljKA0Dw0uYSQx2FZcH8wqwTHad9nTjowumnZhYO2okQpCSxkGsjjLFn7QsnHQHXgyJ-tuE3B961aTTXIGUsIvFrLZFhLYq0D_dDvXZ8M57R4eq25tG1KCiVttrvgEtzgpiJjrPxVJwhI_4KiErVlX3rSmyU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapgKLZzKdN2z4hvBFD9wsSiXBonoe7Bnh80CzU-RXtq7NWKTVdnmN-WzsxXhnxAWzNj9kTaaeXCPTUThHg4Hns73JjuKupkExGdNum47K9llAJkMAbpzk7fBOQM3PbFjKl7tGSNw80MMlp-VeQEfRtobhDj9dTN6cbhvnpYv_Jqb-ta57YlH5JwJy91s6H9wlbt2rjBSJqdwGIeH8ix2eVwiVK6YVGmweRLArseicVLGrzL-F1cfz6uGUG2SVbuKKp4wOF51wUI_VMuignFHryUAAjSh2AoKCNpSo4EYP2h5iKj9vogShBvpoLrfFtZA6MJJFlThKQhGmcvCtqt52cHgbgY40odQjhz&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapgdxVebcUnq3cC3j3K2Fh0vqGT5dOp-3RtIE2rTqgIHQiGmM8f9MOxRyHFH2XPY9P2rm7CHnfaB9k-fifaVCDHFahUIUD19cwiUk9rDy5o0T424cZe-4otT7OyxH0YJp5Nh6gG6OVVy8eA_mWa_htjvg4St2Se5Q5gPp3E8GmcjBqybeAzIxj2t493DJaG6hA4s-Dihr-noRl0Puj0hHryT_HHDKAGyldRgxv1gUYRSlikTey6bDGrW8FeTJtr8LtqGcC2NCXQN12fAdU6QSE0RiwE1J4hoEoAqiPeWN6xh1ef1BUQXnnecM2nu8yldsXKXjrIs6sVbaxB5djFAm9AmouywI2wIz9hLGmlKevWOPpzKlXc9N34oQP2a3MVMaWYzLGalNMpi6cpjhRvxDDBcQpEmRiT-4dj3rDLeJVpSFWCCIq6kOETgjiMrN8aFxShP-kMxhuU73DZ-kdpcPvsHg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapgfkq1yubZrqfei0bitsmx_WTQXpiokuXOTVCJfyoJH7V-s1c9QJ232CaToa18gScSppMe04ix2QAhDlVqBUza6AFf-TWJ5Z1U0g3L8svaFVxLE1AuyLXTNti85xfBOPwQx0CWn0irz_nmNIboZQMrwqKN42dFNiPPVPxwJe3FSm1-0ILqpUND_euDhW8EyAhuRVVqXel8XFZf3tPBgAm8o0iDEYWQY_LZVbx_IEctg1R6Kars9B5AxIP4Y13yBwwAeJZFAggAWxtMQ9Uoae0xLF-pntxJ0kyhhmMOGvwaLqi9RnZmE2SCNhJGnHg0PPbdaZ5IttmjLmPN2fMHPyck6n6Ui6m3QEJp29xUHoU19IPiOLL4W54FvA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapg4BLyLEisxknkuV5Q-Ygs-L4sRsLnIPu4Q8H_g2Ndl6_L0lHjUcZYiwNiqDxiODTfHGmbszM7RZBiY75tWTxgMdrX9WXmV8uDfQmUAbSnq0UbKkMyiY1xGXyjqFzESAETOOoN5GabGLCINzgeC8gJvgB9qpb0VskaGLRq7AQrrqnkFVYW0oyxZE9aiQZE2_v_P8lGAXcbSswTPPCs7UpCoTf1fPHCLLl8hGyz93NTyLSyax7PqDXwPKGfWlFzbEBYWlC1STL1uBur3DlRn9kUXQ5sKXWSf1M1&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapgnYBBnIVDZi93g4bsGnMXbqWH853QA1WdgaJ1V-kio4wxfmhHEWEyZwX4PEdA0zG1MFIHJhIH8fHnFmPVWbA-1SW-3_f2cHZuGovRPOjspvQk2QL3ZWPQDBCAt3M3UgggLdfLidSzXYSkCQ2jwPnaAkGYG9YEbsEoVNKUUuGxVdMlx7vwTlhko4tdwC8u4B74kyK6HxrmSpz8q6ciFivtRwaBxUkUGYWHz5WM7dUOLHH8bGhSlDVwzN_Oeq0RETC9JrHCuF22rKUAfjwjRd5g4wkYfajvbJtP6aBzttV1yTYQtiTlnBXJepnZOFutktz-mivTuMbr9Jy6oUPxS_XQ55i35mN162Xlqs33i80OfadslgoTm_Hi0w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapgUr0uwzaJZuo3VRxX9cx7c5UL06dgcDIyDXWzJwmZutysryeH2S4kf2hzle4pnF6vL-Bo62heemZllMQgHn-SnADnTnVZCUxpfTzZgNJKxF6ouZSw4XAh3SB8Rrcrb0GmxND3rA3oT66WYmuLoLDqcJixWFNM8Is5HojaGgi4fhE_1xEyi0r897AQm292DR6BuZlc9rbxLBfbjuKw35XM7_BpCceZgFU7nQT3XyA_YihsplaDmDtOj-30GZsidHYSamah-hzEgxaHWbprWn88p8CQB8ZUQyq8EiLrKa4NdXcoGGgMf5AEqwC2wfkW286xXAISwh7e-qPwYlkhbXYlubvAFA3yF4-BuDIUuqibXRzbuJESSmo1S0B9ZCZs7utu&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gqR-Z_Qejshd1YAnPEeD9i56R3sgNdNhRXgogOZV7klOxiNNpWtYterfIVOdSapgPNQ2_TScKu1Ofg2zIyHNk0m5WW-KkND3Zf_VLH2kaARJm6OCI9OjASkGshO_gB-E56Zydpn-s3hqnXPWHiO7ujhtl6m8ep1oZGb3Cm7Wwap1wF1qX-YulSNpZd1-cwF5hXxCPiVWvNkqpPbOPvoQH6nTjQ1TZ04sFz4Sj67gPP21Ys_eSBiush6jd_VsvnLyTP6F9gIfREN_DWB_2ZMfRTGYpl_KyCxQt7SnMivfufVcCCJNLI3pqn-9-xdzG8FGyRR5CFA5NC54gNCfjKghYb9aYY-VyBO4&c=&ch=
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The press contact is Jean-Michel Massenya, PR Officer: pr@ftthcouncil.eu.

To become a member click here.
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Feel free to forward it to colleagues and friends.
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