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For Immediate Release (Released Simultaneously in
July 18, 2007 Washington and Brussels)

ASIA LEAD THE WORLD IN FIBER-TO-THE-HOME PENETRATION

World’s Three FTTH Councils Join Together to Issue First Official Global
Ranking of FTTH Market Penetration

(BENING) — Hong Kong, South Korea and Japan are the world leaders in the
percentage of homes that receive broadband communications services over direct
fiber optic connections, according to a new global ranking of fiber-to-the-home
(FTTH) market penetration issued jointly by the FTTH Councils of Asia-Pacific,
Europe and North America.

According to this first ever official ranking of FTTH deployments in the world’s
economies, 21.2 percent of homes in Hong Kong are wired with FTTH, followed by
South Korea at 19.6 percent and Japan at 16.3 percent. Scandinavian countries
occupy the next three positions, with Sweden having 7.2 percent of its households
connected to FTTH, Denmark at 2.9 percent and Norway at 2.5 percent.

Taiwan, Italy, People’s Republic of China, The Netherlands and the United States
round out the top 11 economies, with FTTH penetration rates of between 1.4 and

1 percent of households. Only economies with penetration of 1 percent or more were
included in the ranking.

The three regional FTTH Councils joined together to create this first official global
FTTH ranking in order to provide the telecommunications industry, governments and
regulators with a unique snapshot of international fiber access penetration. Going
forward, the councils will update and re-issue the rankings on an annual basis, as well
as work jointly to further refine the research methods in order to provide more in-
depth information.

Announcing the release of the global ranking at the FTTH Council Asia-Pacific’s
Beijing Conference today, Shoichi Hanatani, President of the FTTH Council Asia-
Pacific said, “For the first time we have a tool to monitor the transition that is now
occurring around the world, from legacy copper loops to powerful new optical fiber
access networks.”

The global ranking follows the unified definition of FTTH terms announced by the
three councils last year, and which has formed the basis for recent market research by
each council. For completeness and accuracy the ranking includes both FTTH and
FTTB (fiber-to-the-building) figures, while copper-based broadband access
technologies (DSL, FTT-Curb, FTT-Node) are not included.

-- more --



“By pooling the data from three regional market studies, the compiled information
completes a dedicated resource for global telecommunications professionals to
compare industry research from different regions of the world, and open some eyes to
the wider FTTH picture,” said Joeri Van Boegart, President of the FTTH Council
Europe. “This will be useful in monitoring the success of government and regulatory
policy in supporting the historical transition to fiber-based broadband.”

“With this global ranking, it is now evident which countries are FTTH leaders and
which are FTTH laggards,” said Joe Savage, President of the FTTH Council North
America. “What is most interesting is how the leading economies in FTTH
penetration are also those with clear public policies aimed at promoting deployment
of next-generation broadband networks as a matter of strategic national importance.”
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About the Fibre to the Home (FTTH) Council Europe -- The FTTH Council
Europe www.europeftthcouncil.com is a market development organisation with a
mission to accelerate the availability of fibre-based, broadband access networks to
consumers and businesses. With few exceptions, Europe lags well behind the US and
Asian tiger economies in the availability of high-speed broadband services (100 Mbps
and upwards). The Council believes that the development of fibre-based access
networks is fundamental to the deployment of such services, and hence to reaping
their benefits for European citizens and businesses. The Council's charter is to work
with European governments, policy-makers and opinion leaders qualify and quantify
the benefits to be gained from fibre-based broadband access networks, and to identify
and help to erode the barriers to their development. Council members are drawn from
the telecoms (vendors), broadband content and academic sectors.

-- more --


http://www.europeftthcouncil.com/

About the FTTH Council Asia-Pacific — The FTTH Council Asia-Pacific
www.ftthcouncilap.org is a non-profit organization whose mission is to educate,
promote and accelerate FTTH and the resulting economic and quality-of-life
enhancements across the Asia-Pacific region. Formally registered in February 2005,
and with over 40 member organisations spread across the Asia-Pac region; this
Council maintains close links with sister organisations in Europe and North America.
The Council is a group of leading telecom, networking, and infrastructure companies
whose mandate is to promote the extension of fiber access across the Asia Pacific
region including Greater China, Korea, Japan, SE Asia, India, Thailand and Australia.

About the FTTH Council North America — Now in its sixth year, the Fiber-to-the-
Home Council is a non-profit organization established to help its members plan,
market, implement and manage FTTH solutions. Council membership includes
municipalities, utilities, developers, and traditional and non-traditional service
providers, creating a cohesive group to share knowledge and build industry consensus
on key issues surrounding fiber-to-the-home. Communities and organizations
interested in exploring FTTH options may find information on the FTTH Council web
site at www.ftthcouncil.org.

For more information contact:

FTTH Council FTTH Council Asia- FTTH Council North
Europe Pacific America

Jennifer Manning/ FTTH Council Asia- David St. John

David Evans Pacific Secretariat +1.315.849.3800
Cohesive +81.3.5805.6070 media@ftthcouncil.org
Communications info@ftthcouncilap.org
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