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PRESS RELEASE

Invest in the speed of light!

Investor community believes that fibre-to-the-home is a secure investment not to be overlooked by
operators in the race for market share

Brussels 17 December 2009 - The FTTH Council Europe initiated its first investors’ road show to present
the advantages and development potential of fibre access to an investor audience.
Throughout the day, several Frankfurt-based investment companies such as Frankfurt Trust,

COMINVEST, Union Investment, DWS Investment and DEKA Investment had one-on-one meetings with
FTTH Council Europe representatives Hartwig Tauber, Director General, and Karel Helsen, President. The
meetings were organised by WestLB, a major European commercial bank with investment banking
activities, and focused on the market development of FTTH in Europe and the business case for fibre
roll-out. They were joined by Jan Davids, Director of Wholesales of Reggefiber, a major FTTH operator in
The Netherlands, who was invited by the Council to share his practical experiences of several years’
successful FTTH deployment.

The investors’ feedback was extremely positive as they acknowledged that fibre access could herald the
next wave of growth in high technology telecommunications. Many of them agreed that investing in
FTTH deployment is a low risk, secure long-term investment.

Considering the economic, environmental and social impact of FTTH and its current development
potential, investors expressed concern that some telecom operators may be missing the turning point.
They believe that further delay in investing in FTTH technology could lead to loss of market share. These
concerns were specifically raised about some incumbent operators that are still very hesitant to decide
to go for FTTH networks while other market players continue to roll out fibre and connect an increasing
number of consumers to their truly next generation networks.

“This road show was an important step forward to convince the investors community that the best point
in time to invest in fibre is today”, says Karel Helsen, President of the FTTH Council Europe, “It is a good
sign that the investors see FTTH deployments as secure long-term investments. Now that investment
experts have accepted that FTTH represents the only future-proof wired broadband solution while all
kinds of new wireless technologies are seen as important but complementary offerings, we feel strongly
supported in our continuous efforts towards FTTH mass roll-out.”

Based on the feedback and requests of the participating investors, the FTTH Council Europe plans to
organise another similar information tour again next year.

-ends-



About The FTTH Council Europe:

The FTTH Council Europe is an industry organisation with a mission to accelerate the availability of fibre-based,
ultra-high-speed access networks to consumers and businesses. The Council promotes this technology because it
will deliver a flow of new services that enhances the quality of life, contributes to a better environment and
increased competitiveness. The FTTH Council Europe consists of more than 120 member companies. Its members
include leading telecommunications companies and many world leaders in the telecommunications industry.
www.ftthcouncil.eu
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