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Agenda

►Study Background: Objectives, available results

►FTTH in Europe: Overview
• Projects
• Global figures
• Players involved

►Europe’s FTTH leaders
• Countries subscribers bases
• Countries Homes Passed
• Architecture & Technologies

►FTTH/B in Eastern Europe
►FTTH/B in Middle East

►Conclusion
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Study Background
Objectives, available results
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Background of the Study

► IDATE has been commissioned by the FTTH Council Europe to provide a 
comprehensive overview of FTTH deployments in Europe (EU 27 + Norway, 
Iceland, Switzerland & Andorra) as well as five countries in Eastern Europe 
and global panorama in Middle East at December 2008 (6th edition)

►Methodology used
• Desk research
• Direct contacts with FTTH players (questionnaires, phone interviews)
• Information exchange with FTTH Council Europe members
• Direct contacts with IDATE’s partners in several European countries

►Objectives
• To provide a complete summary of the status of FTTx in Europe

• Identify new projects
• Characterize each project: organization initiating the project, Key parameters& 
Figures (Homes and Buildings passed), Technical parameters, Financing & Business 
model
• We distinguished FTTH/FTTB   and   FTTN+VDSL  or  FTTLA

• To establish a more global panorama for Eastern Europe and Middle East
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Available results for Europe

►224 projects listed

Qualitative

Quantitative

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe
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FTTH in Europe
Overview
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FTTH in Europe - Overview: Projects

► IDATE has identified 224 FTTx projects in Europe of which 111 are new 
initiatives since mid 2005

► Some significant FTTH/B European deployments at December 2008

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe
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FTTH in Europe - Overview: Global Figures

December 2008, nearly 1.7 million FTTH/B subscribers in the EU 31 
and around 11.2 million Homes Passed…penetration is low!

A growth of 25% in terms of subscribers and 27% in terms of Homes 
Passed compared to June 2008

Source: IDATE  for FTTH Council Europe
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FTTH in Europe - Overview: Players

►Municipalities and Power utilities continued to initiate FTTH/B projects in
2008

►Open Network Models are often chosen by Municipalities

►Alternative operators are still dynamic and represent at end 2008, nearly
40% of total European FTTH/B subscribers base (adding Fastweb –Italy,
B2 –Sweden, Numericable –France, T2 –Slovenia)

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe
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FTTH in Europe - Overview : Players

►Breakdown of homes passed for FTTH/B

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe

(2)
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Europe’s FTTH leaders
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FTTH/B subscribers in Europe by country

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe

(1) Here FTTx means Fiber-to-the-Home or Fiber-to-the-Building or Fiber-to-the-Office or Fiber-to-the-Dormitory

* Excluding VDSL / VDSL2, FTTC, FTTN deployments by incumbents

** Including FTTB deployments from Numericable
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New FTTH/B subscribers in Europe by country

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe
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FTTH/B Home Passed in Europe by country

(1) Here FTTx means Fiber-to-the-Home or Fiber-to-the-Building or Fiber-to-the-Office or Fiber-to-the-Dormitory

* Excluding VDSL / VDSL2, FTTC, FTTN deployments by incumbents

** Including FTTB deployments form Numericable
Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe
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FTTH leadership in Europe: Countries 

► The majority of subscribers is still concentrated in 6 countries - Sweden, Italy, 
Norway, the Netherlands, Denmark and France: 79% of FTTH/B subscribers at end 
December 2008 (to be compared to 83% in June 2008)

… with a disparity of penetration rate between countries: 65.6% for Norway and 
44.1% for Sweden vs  4.1% for France or 14.5% for Italy and Denmark)

… Players have now  to increase their subscribers bases in order to recoup their 
investments … for example Numericable in France stopped FTTB deployments

Penetration rate subscribers/Homes passed for European 
leaders (December 2008)

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe
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FTTH leadership in Europe: Technologies

Architectures FTTH & FTTB and choice of technology PON & Ethernet 
(in % of subscribers as of December 2008)

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe

Total Europe at end 2008

- 52.8% of subscribers on FTTH
(from 50.2% in June 2008)

- 47.2% of subscribers on FTTB
(from 49.8% in June 2008)

- 80.8% of subscribers on Ethernet
(from 83.8% in June 2008)

- 19.2% of subscribers on PON
(from 16.2% in June 2008)

► In the last 6 months, the 
momentum is more on the 
side of FTTH and PON

► But at end 2008, FTTH 
architecture and Ethernet 
technology are clearly 
leading NGA deployments in 
Europe
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Panorama of FTTH/B in Eastern Europe
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FTTx deployments in Eastern Europe

►The situation of FTTx developments in Eastern Europe is very 
different from one country to another

►Croatia is already includded in the European panorama
►2 500 FTTH/B subscribers and 14 000 FTTH/B homes passed

►In Russia, FTTB is becoming the main Internet access platform 
►Deployments have been made by private operators VimpelCom and 

Comstar-UTS
►The main architecture is FTTB
►There are, at December 2008, more than 6.3 million FTTB homes passed, 

with a take-up rate of nearly 10% (630 000 FTTB subscribers)

►In Ukraine, the players involved in FTTH/B deployments are the 
same as in Russia
►Both chose to target different towns : Odessa first for Comstar-Ukraine and 

Kiev first for VimpelCom (via Golden Telecom)
►The number of homes passed and active subscribers are still confidential but 

expansion projects have been announced during the fourth quarter 2008
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FTTx deployments in Eastern Europe

► In other countries, there are no or at least very small FTTx projects
► Turkey is more VDSL2 oriented (incumbent)
► In Serbia, dial-up connections are still the main access technology!
► Macedonia is on tracks for deploying FTTH during 2009

► Total number of FTTH/B subscribers and Homes Passed at end 
2008 in Eatern Europe… vast majority located in Russia

(1) Russia, Serbia, Ukrainia, Turkey, Bulgaria, Macedonia

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe
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Panorama of FTTH/B in Middle East
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FTTx deployments in Middle East

►Key driver for FTTH/B deployments in the region is massive new 
housing programs

►First deployments started in Dubai in 2000 but nothing really 
happened until 2008

►Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Saudi Arabia (new cities programs) have the 
greatest potential

►Total number of FTTH/B subscribers and Homes Passed at end 
2008 in Middle East

(1) EAI, Israel, Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe
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Conclusion
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Conclusion

► The panorama of FTTx deployments in Europe as of December 2008 shows that the 
FTTH market in Europe continues to grow
► Especially in terms of Homes Passed (+27%) reaching around 11.2 million
► Subscribers shows a +25% growth but are concentrated in 6 countries
► Dynamism of countries like Netherlands (with Reggefiber’s leadership) and France 

(FTTB/DOCSIS 3 deployed by Numericable to nearly 3.5 million homes)…but also Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark and Spain where Telefonica started an important roll out

► Dynamic Eastern Europe countries like Slovenia (2 players involved), Slovakia
► Major FTTH/B plans announced in Greece, Portugal
► Main European incumbents are deploying or will soon deploy FTTH/B: France Telecom, 

Telefonica, Telecom Italia, Belgacom, KPN, Swisscom… others are still mainly positioned on 
VDSL: BT, Deutsche Telekom…

► Nevertheless
► With nearly 1.7 million FTTH/B subscribers as of December 2008, Europe is still lagging behind 

the US and Japan (nearly 15 million FTTHB subscribers expected at end 2008)
► Players have now  to increase their subscribers bases in order to recoup their investments

… Numericable in France stopped FTTB deployments to concentrate on marketing/advertising
► Strong Barriers remains in Europe

► Facilitate access to MDU for operators (43% of subscribers on FTTB architecture),
► Mutualise Civil Engineering costs, in particular outside dense urban areas: sharing 

infrastructures, operators co-investments 
► Key role of the regulators and governments
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Thank You!

Roland MONTAGNE
Head of Broadband Practice
r.montagne@idate.org
+33 6 80 85 04 80
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